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ENGROSSED SUBSTI TUTE HOUSE BI LL 1967

State of WAshi ngton 62nd Legi sl ature 2011 Regul ar Session

By House Transportation (originally sponsored by Representatives
Fitzgi bbon, Arnstrong, Liias, Nealey, Cdibborn, Billig, Frockt, and
Reykdal )

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 25/ 11.

AN ACT Relating to public transportation systens; anmending RCW
35.58. 2795, 35.58.2796, 47.01.101, 47.01. 141, 47.04.280, and 47.06. 140;
addi ng a new section to chapter 43.19 RCW and addi ng a new section to
chapter 47.04 RCW

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

Sec. 1. RCW35.58.2795 and 1994 ¢ 158 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

By ((Ap+t+)) Septenber 1st of each year, the legislative authority
of each nmunicipality, as defined in RCW35.58.272, and each regiona
transit authority shall prepare a six-year transit devel opnent plan for
t hat cal endar year and the ensuing five years. The program shall be
consistent with the conprehensive plans adopted by counties, cities,
and towns, pursuant to chapter 35.63, 35A.63, or 36.70 RCW the
i nherent authority of a first-class city or charter county derived from
its charter, or <chapter 36.70A RCW The program shall contain
information as to how the municipality intends to neet state and | ocal
| ong-range priorities for public transportation, capital inprovenents,
significant operating changes planned for the system and how the
muni ci pality intends to fund programneeds. The six-year plan for each
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muni ci pality and regional transit authority shall specifically set
forth those projects of regional significance for inclusion in the
transportation inprovenent program wthin that regi on. Each
muni cipality and regional transit authority shall file the six-year
programw th the state departnent of transportation, the transportation
i nprovenent board, and cities, counties, and regi onal planning councils
Wi thin which the nmunicipality is |ocated.

In developing its program the municipality and the regional
transit authority shall consider those policy recommendati ons affecting
public transportation contained in the state transportation policy plan
approved by the state transportati on conm ssion and, where appropri ate,
adopted by the legislature. The nunicipality shall conduct one or nore
public hearings while developing its program and for each annual
updat e.

Sec. 2. RCW35.58.2796 and 2005 ¢ 319 s 101 are each anended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The departnment of transportation shall devel op an annual report
summari zing the status of public transportation systens in the state
for the previous cal endar year. By ((Septenber)) Decenber 1st of each
year, ((eeptes—ef)) the report ((shakb—be—submtted)) nust_ be nade
available to the transportation conmttees of the legislature and to
each municipality, as defined in RCW 35.58.272, and to individual
menbers of the municipality's legislative authority.

(2) To assist the departnent with preparation of the report, each
muni ci pality shall file a system report by ((Apr1+)) Septenber 1st of
each year with the state departnent of transportation identifying its
public transportation services for the previous cal endar year and its
objectives for inproving the efficiency and effectiveness of those
services. The system report shall address those itens required for
each public transportation systemin the departnent’'s report.

(3) The departnent report shall describe individual public
transportation systens, including contracted transportation services
and dial-a-ride services, and include a statewi de summary of public
transportation issues and data. The descriptions shall include the
followng elenents and such other elenents as the departnent deens
appropriate after consultation wth the nunicipalities and the
transportation conmttees of the |egislature:
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((5)) (a) Equipnent and facilities, including vehicle replacenent
st andar ds;

((£2)) (b) Services and service standards;

((3))) (c) Revenues, expenses, and ending balances, by fund
sour ce;

((4)) (d) Policy issues and system inprovenent objectives,
i ncl udi ng community participation in devel opnent of those objectives
and how t hose obj ectives address statewi de transportation priorities;

((65))) (e) Operating indicators applied to public transportation
servi ces, revenues, and expenses. Operating indicators shall include
operating cost per passenger trip, operating cost per revenue vehicle
servi ce hour, passenger trips per revenue service hour, passenger trips
per vehicle service mle, vehicle service hours per enployee, and
farebox revenue as a percent of operating costs.

(4) To the extent that information is available, the departnent
report nust _include_ descriptive_ information_on_any_ other nodes_ of
public transportation, the inpact of public_ transportation_on
transportation system perfornmance, and how public transportati on hel ps
the state neet the transportation systempolicy goals described in RCW
47.04. 280.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 43.19 RCW
to read as foll ows:

New state facilities nmust be sited in areas adequately accessible
by transit service.

Sec. 4. RCWA47.01.101 and 2006 ¢ 334 s 6 are each anended to read
as follows:

The secretary shall have the authority and it shall be his or her
duty:

(1) To serve as chief executive officer of the departnent with ful
adm nistrative authority to direct all its activities;

(2) To organize the departnent as he or she nmay deem necessary to
carry out the work and responsibilities of the departnment effectively;

(3) To designate and establish such transportation district,
region, or branch offices as may be necessary or convenient, and to
appoi nt assistants and del egate any powers, duties, and functions to
them or any officer or enployee of the departnent as deenmed necessary
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to adm ni ster the departnment efficiently, which includes designating an
enployee_in_each _region to_be responsible for_integrating_ public
transportation into all state transportation planning and progranm ng
activities and fostering greater partnerships between_ the state and
public transportation providers;

(4) To direct and coordinate the prograns of the various divisions
of the departnent to assure that they achieve the greatest possible
mut ual benefit, produce a balanced overall effort, and elimnate
unnecessary duplication of activity;

(5) To adopt all departnent rules that are subject to the adoption
procedures contained in the state adm nistrative procedure act, except
rul es subject to adoption by the comm ssion pursuant to statute;

(6) To maintain and safeguard the official records of the
departnent, including the comm ssion's recorded resol utions and orders;

(7) To provide, under contract or interagency agreenent, staff
support to the conm ssion, including long-term technical and
adm ni strative support as needed, to assist it in carrying out its
functions, powers, and duties;

(8) To execute and inplenent the biennial operating budget for the
operation of the departnent in accordance with chapter 43.88 RCW and
with |egislative appropriation;

(9) To advise the governor and the legislature with respect to
matters under the jurisdiction of the departnent; and

(10) To exercise all other powers and performall other duties as
are now or hereafter provided by | aw

Sec. 5. RCW47.01.141 and 1987 ¢ 505 s 49 are each anended to read
as follows:

The departnent shall submt a biennial report to the governor and
chairs of the transportation commttees of the senate and house of
representatives with a copy to the staff of each of the commttees,
including but not limted to operational and construction activities of
the preceding fiscal period as the departnent deens i nportant, a report
regarding the integration of public transportation into_ state
transportation planning and progranmm ng activities and the fostering of
greater partnerships between the state and_ public transportation
provi ders, and recomendations for future operations of the departnent.
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Sec. 6. RCWA47.04.280 and 2010 ¢ 74 s 1 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) It is the intent of the legislature to establish policy goals
for the planning, operation, performance of, and investnent in, the
state's transportation system The policy goals established under this
section are deened consistent wth the benchmark categories adopted by
the state's blue ribbon conm ssion on transportation on Novenber 30,
2000. Public investnents in transportation should support achi evenent
of these policy goals:

(a) Economc vitality: To pronote and develop transportation
systens that stinulate, support, and enhance the novenent of people and
goods to ensure a prosperous econony;

(b) Preservation: To maintain, preserve, and extend the life and
utility of prior investnents in transportation systens and servi ces;

(c) Safety: To provide for and inprove the safety and security of
transportati on custoners and the transportati on system

(d) Mobility: To inprove the predictable novenent of goods and
peopl e t hroughout WAshi ngton st ate;

(e) Environnment: To enhance WAshington's quality of life through
transportation investnments that pronote energy conservation, enhance
heal thy communities, and protect the environnment; and

(1) St ewar dshi p: To conti nuously I npr ove t he quality,
ef fectiveness, and efficiency of the transportati on system

(2) The powers, duties, and functions of state transportation
agenci es must be perfornmed in a manner consistent with the policy goals
set forth in subsection (1) of this section.

(3) These policy goals are intended to be the basis for
establ i shing detail ed and neasurabl e obj ectives and rel at ed perfornmnce
measur es.

(4)(a) It is the intent of the legislature that the office of
financi al managenent establish objectives and performance neasures for
the departnent of transportation and other state agencies wth
transportation-related responsibilities to ensure transportati on system
performance at |ocal, regional, and state governnent |evels progresses
toward the attainnent of the policy goals set forth in subsection (1)
of this section. The office of financial managenent shall submt
initial objectives and performance neasures to the legislature for its
review and shall provide copies of the same to the comm ssion during
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the 2008 | egi sl ative session. The office of financial managenent shal
subm t objectives and performance neasures to the legislature for its
review and shall provide copies of the sanme to the conmm ssion during
each regul ar session of the |egislature during an even-nunbered year
thereafter.

(b) It is the_ intent of the leqgislature that the_ office_ of
financi al nmanagenent collaborate with the departnent of transportation,
the Washington state transit association, and state and | ocal agencies
wth public transportation-related responsibilities to establish
objectives and performance neasures for the departnent  of
transportation and other state and |ocal agencies wth public
transportation-related responsibilities to ensure that public
transportation_ system_ performance at local, reqgional, and_ state
governnment |levels progresses toward the attainment of the policy goals
set forth in subsection (1) of this section, which nust, at a n ni hum
include objectives and_ performance neasures reqgarding safety,
efficiency, revenue, and_cost. The office_of financial_ nanagenent
shall submt initial objectives and_ performance neasures to the
legislature for its review and shall provide copies of the sane to the
commi ssion_ during the 2012 |eqgislative session. The office of
financi al managenent shall include_ these_ objectives and_perfornmance
neasures_in_its preexisting reporting that the office of financial
managenent submts to the legislature for its review and shall provide
copies of the sane to the conm ssion during each reqgular session of the
| eqgi sl ature during an even-nunbered year thereafter

(5) This section does not create a private right of action.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 47.04 RCW
to read as foll ows:

The legislature recognizes the benefit that transit facilities
provide to motor vehicle traffic by facilitating the efficient
utilization in the operation of highways and reduci ng congestion and
hazardous driving conditions. The |egislature further recogni zes that
the Washington supreme court has identified these outconmes as
inplicitly related to the specific highway purposes delineated in the
18t h amendnent to the state Constitution. As such, it is the intent of
the legislature that the departnent not charge state agencies airspace
| eases for the use of highway right-of-way for transit facilities. For
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purposes of this section, "transit facility" neans all benches, ki osks,
lighting, waste receptacles, and shelters owed by a public
transportation system identified under RCW 82.14.045 and regional
transit authorities identified under chapter 81.112 RCW

Sec. 8. RCWA47.06. 140 and 2009 ¢ 514 s 3 are each anended to read
as follows:

(1) The legislature declares the following transportation
facilities and services to be of statew de significance: H ghways of
statew de significance as designated by the |egislature under chapter
47.05 RCW the interstate hi ghway system interregional state principal
arterials including ferry connections that serve statew de travel,

intercity passenger rail servi ces, intercity high-speed ground
transportation, maj or passenger i nt er nodal termnals including

facilities such as park and ride lots and transit centers but excl uding
all airport facilities and services, the freight railroad system the
Col unbi a/ Snake navigable river system marine port facilities and
services that are related solely to marine activities affecting
i nternational and interstate trade, key freight transportation
corridors serving these marine port facilities, and high capacity
transportation systens serving regions as defined in RCW 81.104. 015.
The departnent, in cooperation with regional transportation planning
organi zations, counties, <cities, transit agencies, public ports,
private railroad operators, and private transportation providers, as
appropriate, shall plan for inprovenents to transportation facilities
and services of statewide significance in the statewi de nultinoda
transportation plan. | mprovenents to facilities and services of
statewide significance identified 1in the statewide nultinoda
transportation plan, or to highways of statewide significance
designated by the |egislature under chapter 47.05 RCW are essenti al
state public facilities under RCW36. 70A. 200.

(2) The departnent of transportation, in consultation with |oca
governnments, shall set |evel of service standards for state highways
and state ferry routes of statewi de significance. Al t hough the
departnent shall consult with | ocal governnents when setting | evel of
service standards, the departnent retains authority to nake final
deci sions regarding |l evel of service standards for state hi ghways and
state ferry routes of statew de significance. |In establishing |evel of
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service standards for state highways and state ferry routes of
statewi de significance, the departnent shall consider the necessary
bal ance between providing for the free interjurisdictional novenent of
people and goods and the needs of Jlocal communities using these
facilities. \When setting the level of service standards under this
section for state ferry routes, the departnent nay allow for a standard
that is adjustable for seasonality.

~-- END ---
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